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Highlights of E-Vidya

Covid-19 caused a severe disruption in
education of students. Though schools
moved to an e-classes model, rural students
especially from economically weaker
background were adversely affected as
they lack resources for online education.
‘e-Vidya Initiative’ was conceptualized in
Jun’2020 to fill this void by providing online
education to VKA run hostel students.

Starting from just a single teacher, today
around 25 Teachers, mostly from non VKA
background are
taking jointly taking
about 50 e-classes
per week and 2-3
new teachers are
being added to the
community  each
week! They include
school teachers,
home-makers, [B®
tutors, job-holders |
etc. A commitment B
to take 2 classes e

per week and fluency in Bengali is basic
requirement for these teachers.

English, Bengali, Maths, Science and
Social Science subjects are being taught to
students of classes 9-11 and more than 350
classes have been conducted since Jul’20.

Due to tremendous response received from
students and volunteers this ‘Initiative’
was converted into a long term ‘Program’.
e-Vidya Program’s main mission is to

- Vasu Goyal, Co-ordinator, E-Vidya

promote all round development of vanvasi
students through e-learning opportunities
and help them realise their full potential.

e-classes are conducted over WhatsApp
Video Calls, Google Meet, even direct
phone calls in poor network situations.
A dedicated Android handset or Tablet
at the hostel location is used to ensure
uninterrupted classes.

Currently e-classes are being conducted at
6 hostels - Kharibari (Boys), Raiganj (Girls),
m Kumari (Boys),
. Mollarpur  (Boys),
Raotora (Boys) &
Nivedita Purulia
(Girls). Gosaba
(Girls) Hostel will
be connected
Bl soon. For starting
e-classes in a
hostel, Video Call
testing is done
using multiple
~ Video Call
Softwares, SIM cards, mobile handsets,
locations etc. Network connectivity
continues to be a major hurdle.

Each hostel is allotted a ‘Hostel Co-
ordinator’ who prepares a weekly schedule
of e-classes, mentors new Teachers
and oversees smooth functioning of all
e-classes.

For every new Teacher, an ‘Introduction cum

AR TOFERT » o 31, 37k 4« szaR-RET 2020 7
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books are also purchased and couriered to
the Teachers when required.

After each e-class the Teachers fill the class
details in an online Google Form to record
the progress of syllabus, attendance of

KHARIBARI

e students as well as feedback. This data
is regularly reviewed to track progress
and gain insights to continuously improve
teaching quality.

Ice-Breaking Session’ with the students is
conducted by the Hostel Co-ordinator to
familiarise. Teaching materials are provided

through a centralised Google Drive and
\ : -

HOSTEL

AR TOHERT » o 31, 37k 4« szAT-REET 2020 8
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Some Recent Developments

‘Cognizant Outreach’, CSR wing
of Cognizant Technology Solutions
has also collaborated with e-Vidya
Program after several rounds of
talks and initially provided 3 amazing
teachers! 8 more CTS employees
are also waiting to be allotted hostel
batches. Several current & retired
teachers of Bharatiya Vidya Bhawan
school, Salt Lake are also teaching.

Medical Entrance Exam (NEET)
Coaching has been started for Ms.
Manashi Soren, an exceptionally bright
class-11 Science student of Nivedita
Girls Hostel, Purulia, sponsored by
Silver Spring Samity.

11 PCs have been sanctioned by
NTPC Farakka Super Thermal Power

Station CSR Wing through efforts of
Team e-Vidya for use at hostels.

Adedicated website evidyaproject.inis
being developed to add a professional
touch to e-Vidya Program.

This Program was started by
volunteers Sh. Vasu Goyal and Sh.
Piyush Agarwal along with support of
Sh. Parth Rastogi. From its humble
beginnings in June’20 it has come a
long way with whole-hearted support
of senior PKA volunteers of South
Bengal as well as Kolkata Mahanagar.
Recently, Smt Shobha Goyal and
Smt Shashi Modi have also pitched
in their support to manage Nivedita
Purulia Hostel's multiple batches of
e-classes. m
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