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Pranam Seema!

| have been using the diyas | got from you
in 2015. Think they are from some women's
group. Every year | have used 4 diyas along
with others from here. My stock is running
low now- may last till next year. The quality
of diyas here is different. They are not pretty.
Just to inform you, still enjoying your diyas.

Nisha Navin Rastogi
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NOMINATION FORM
Exemplary Medical Service by Dr Dhanajay Divakar Sagdeo

It is about three and half decade ago that a young
man Dhanajay Divakar Sagdeo arrived in Wayanad.
Much before that, miseries and diseases had
already descended there crossing the menacing
hairpin curves and made the inhabitants helpless.
Wayanad in those days had the face of a typical
Adivasi old woman confronted with diseases.
Subsided wailing was the only remedy in the poor
huts in those days. Nobody came forward in those
miserable days crossing the labyrinth of red tapes
and wipe the tears of the hamlets. It was in that
time an MBBS holder Dhanajay heard the call. Born
in a moderate family of Nagpur, this young man
gave up all the luxuries and followed that inner call.
Form that day to this day Sagdeo has dedicated
his life to nursing and nurturing the Adivasis.

In the Swami Vivekananda hospital at Muttil, near
Kalpetta, Dr. Sagdeo past his middle ages, is
still working happily. Sitting in front of him with
wonders, at the same time with reverence, in a
country where competitions are at large to make
all children doctors and engineers, come what may,
such a doctor is still existing.

To work as a doctor in a place where it is difficult
to get medical treatment - a decision like this was
there in the very beginning. After learning about
the health problems of Vanavasis, the decision
become firm that rest of my life will be with them.
When heard about the Adivasis of Wayanad and
the Vivekananda Trust, set out towards here. From
that day onwards it became the part of my life,
this land and its people. In pure Malayalam Sagdeo
narrated, in the voice of kindness akin to that of
a kindhearted great Physician. Sitting in front of
him it came to my mind that this is the person who
has a name in the history for bringing forward a
complete formula for conquering and resisting
Sickle Cell Anemia, a disease which became a
great menace to the life of Adivasis of Wayanad.

In the early days, people with miserable poverty
came in front of him for treatment. Lack of food
and nutrition deficiency was the main problems
of his patients, doctor realized very easily. It was
also by his insistence that the Trust had decided
to look into the welfare activities of the Adivasis.
Presently, under the Trust, welfare projects for the
social and economic development of Adivasis are
in full swing.

It was in 1972 that the Swami Vivekananda
Medical Mission had started its dispensary in the
backward rural area. In the building donated by
the Freedom fighter Shri Radha Gopi Menon the
hospital was started. In those days Doctors were
rare. There are only facilities enough for treating
a small number of patients. In 1980 when Sagdeo

- Atul Jog

Organiging Secretary ABVKA

arrived, all things changed for the better and he

started working for the Mission. Soon, facilities

were ready for admitting patients. Here, it is

completely free treatment for Janjati people. Now

the Medical Mission hospital has grown with 36

bedded hospitals. There are 3 full time doctors

including Dr. Sagdeo, 10 visiting doctors and 15
Para medical employees.

Against Sickle Cell Desease

The Sickle Cell disease widely spread among
the Adivasis, is first discovered by Dr. Sagdeo.
In the early nineties, a lady belonging to Hosur
of Karnataka was the one who came to see the
doctor with these symptoms. He warned that
metamorphosis of the red corpuscles gradually
decrease resistance capacity of the patients. When
the number of patients increased, he tried to start
the work for finding out a prevention method.
After contacting the All India Institute of Medical
Science at Delhi he made a project to stop this
deadly disease. Experts from the AISIMS reached
Wayanad and made an investigation. Vanvasis
were treated as per their instructions and health
cards with different colors were issued. Those
affected were given the Red Health card, and not
affected, but carrying diseases germs Blue, and
the rest were given White cards. Denying those
with Blue cards marrying each other was the
other instruction given to the patients. Because
if they marry; their offspring will become Sickle
Cell patients.

Sickle cell patients from Wayanad as well as
Karnataka reach here for treatment. However, as a
result of the work under Sagdeo’s leadership, the
spreading of the disease has been contained to a
certain extent. For those who became free from
this disease a Bamboo products manufacturing
unit is functioning close to this hospital building
here under the care and control of Sagdeo. Certain
of the affected are also working as hospital
employees here. Medical camps are conducted at
Vanvasi habitats constantly and regularly by the
Mission. In a small quarter, close to the Hospital,
the Doctor and his family live. Sujatha from the
Marathi family of Calicut is the wife of the Doctor.
Two daughters Aditi and Gayathri had their study
in the schools of Wayanad. Aditi, an Engineer, now
lives at Nagpur. Gayathri studies in Mangalore
for Medicine. Doctor expects that Gayathri will
be a doctor like him who works for the poor and
helpless. O

45



HTTIT IR

PALLIYARA RAMAN THE LIVING LEGEND IN WAYANAD

Here is the man who stands the test of the time, struggles
hard to harness a community together who embraces
a long tradition of living in tandem with the harmony
of nature, which is rapidly plummeting in to the pitfall
of cultural erosion. He is none other than Sri.Palliyara
Ramettan for the community and Sri.Palliyara Raman
for the larger public. He was born in 1945 at Katharottil
Tharavad, Thavinal Panchayat of Wayanad district. He
was the eldest son of Shri Chappan and Smt Keera. He
started his schooling at Thalapuzha L.P School in 1958.
After the demise of his mother in 1958, he went back to
his mother's house Palliyara Mittom, Kaniambetta and
continued his education at Kaniambetta UP School and
then to Panamaram to complete High School studies.
During the year 1966 he made Smt Janakaias his life
partner, from where he started his life journey. Though
he secured a Government job, he didn’t continue it for
long, left the job for the sake of firming his foothold
purely in public arena. The successful election as the
Director of Kaniambetta Service Co-Operative Bank in
the year1979 helped him to extend to new horizons of
developmental arena and to tread to higher echelons of
developmental ladder.Sri.Palliyara Raman and the great
joint family he heads is the successors of the aboriginal
Kurichya community (Vanavasi) who valiantly fought for
the freedom of the motherland in align with Pazhassi
Raja.Until very recently; the Kurichya community led
joint family system and followed matriarchal line of
descent. He took a radical step in breaking the fabric
of joint holding of landed property prevalent in the
joint family system by partitioning the land to each
family which instilled their confidence to come in to the
mainstream. But they strongly upheld the traditional
farming practices which bequeathed to generations to
generations as custom and wisdom. They are proud of
being the followers of their ancestors who espoused
the legacy of loving and conserving nature to keep
intact for the posterity.His familiarity with the land
and vegetation, in depth understanding of soil and
agricultural practices, his concern for upholding the
traditional practices of his community of generations
won recognition as the son of the soil. His concerted
effort has helped to conserve the threaten traditional
rice cultivars such as Gandhakasala, Veliyan, Chomala,
Thondi and Kayama as treasure trove. A culture close
akin to nature nurtured by his community, that which
made him to forsake commercial type farming system
in total.He is keeping a close touch with MSSRF and
associating in their endeavor in promoting agriculture
and also continues to be as a patron of MSSRF. He puts
his efforts to conserve and commercialize traditional rice
varieties which are tolerant to adversities of climate and
geospatial variations. He was at the helm of organizing

- Atul Jog
Organiging Secretary ABVKA

tribes-people under the banner of “Adivasi Sangam” for
fighting against the assault and exploitation afflicted up
on them. He played a pivotal role in submitting the list 11
emergent needs of tribes-people before the Government
in 1972 which became a notable turning point in the
history of tribal struggle. He was also the mastermind
behind the “sending post card strike” for implementing
the above dire needs of the tribes-people.

He organized tribes-people and headed the struggles
against landlords and migrants who usurped land from
them and also fought against the politically influenced
organized forces. He took a pioneering role in organizing
protest strikes to bring the issues of tribes-people to
the attention of the Government. He has been in the
forefront of agitation for not more than five decades for
providing surplus land, forest land and the tribal land to
the deserved hands. William Logan in “ Malabar Manual”
narrates that the documents lying in India and England
will tell the true history of the ballads of Pazhassi Raja.
Until 1970, the patriots like Pazhassi, Thalakkalchandu
and Edachana Kunkan have totally become unknown
figures. To commemorate them and to place themin the
minds of larger national level, he put his earnest effort
in materializing the monuments in their names. For this
sake, he held the helm of a movement named “Ishtika
Samaram” (brick strike) and succeeded in it. 1989 he
became the founder of NivedithaVidyaNiketan Institute
of Educational Sciences, with the objective of providing
basic education to ordinary children, including tribes-
children in Kaniyampatta and surrounding areas. He is
still actively involving for the advancement of the school.
He raised the need for reservation for the tribal
communities that have been neglected for generations
and succeeded in the effort.The multi-level involvement
in different development area will help to reveal about
his school of thoughts. The positions he held and is
being held under various Institutions will testify his
interventions in developmental arena. Varadoor co-
operative urban societydirector (1969-1972) Kerala state
scheduled tribe advisory board member (2002-2006),
founder member of M.Swaminathanreserch foundation
(since 1977). He was President of Vanavasi Seva
Kedram.(1978-1983), former President of Kerala Forest
and Forest Development Center (1999-2014) Adivasi
Sangham President (1971-1975), President, State Joint
Secretary, Vice President, Welfare Presidency Carried it.
By imbibing the energy from generations and harnessing
the learning from the life he still working hard for the
upliftment of the tribes-people. Q
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DISCOVERING THE CHILD IN YOU
Shishu Mela - 2018

21 youths gathered on the morning of 24th
November, 2018 at Howrah Station to catch a train
to Kharagpur. From Kharagpur, we traveled around
36kms to a remote village named Aharmunda. 360
kids from different villages were in attendance in a
ground in the above mentioned village with their
teachers. These kids were of an average age of
4-5 years and were students of Shishu Shikhsha
Kendras set up by Purvanchal Kalyan Ashram in
their villages.

The event began with dividing the 360 students
and 21 volunteers from Kolkata in 2 groups. Each
student was given a band to tie in their hands
which served as an identification of the students.
10 volunteers managed half of the students and
organised flat races for them. 15 kids competed in
each set. The other set of students were managed
by the remaining 11 volunteers. These volunteers
further divided themselves and the kids in 3
groups and made them play several fun games like
Fire in the Mountain (Pahade Aagun Legeche in
Bengali), Khadi Kho, Jal Thal and other games. The
winners of the games and races were honoured
with prizes and each kid was gifted balls, pencils,
biscuits, chocolates and other items. At the same
time they were also explained the importance
of keeping their localities clean and asked not
to throw wrappers in the ground to which they
abided instantly. The teachers were also made to
compete in a flat race.

The thing that fascinated us the most was the
speed of the students as well as the teachers.
These kids aged 4 years ran faster than us. The
sarees of the teachers was no hindrance to them
while sprinting. 360 kids to be managed by mere
21 volunteers seemed to be a difficult task but
the event unfolded very smoothly, thanks to the
discipline of these kids.

- Snehil Agarwal
The sports day ended by 2pm. Firstly, the kids were
fed and then the volunteers. The menu of the lunch
was authentic Bengali Khichdi with a preparation
of local vegetables, chutney, salad and fried papad.
The volunteers enjoyed the meal to the level of
licking each of their fingers.

Post lunch, we headed to a town named Keshari
where we spent the rest of the day and the night.
The evening was spent by the volunteers playing
the same games that we made the kids play in
the afternoon, after which there was a session of
a formal interaction between the volunteers and
we shared our experiences with each other.

The next morning, we headed towards Tilabon,
again a remote village near Kharagpur. 20 more
volunteers had arrived there from Kolkata. We were
41 now and had 280 kids to manage. This day was
spent like the last day. We also had the pleasure of
visiting households in the village which run entirely
on biogas for its cooking requirements and used
kitchen farming techniques.

Many of the first time attendees of Shishu Mela
were impressed with the management of the event.
We, as volunteers spent our weekend in the best
possible way with loads of fun with the kids and
fellow volunteers. Each of us had that little kid in
us jumping and enjoying, without any stress of our
daily chores and hustle bustle of the city. The dust
and dirty clothes didn't discourage anyone of us
because these two days made us live our childhood
all over again.

STRIVE FOR EDUCATION

45 vanvasi students from 8 boys hostel of southern
bengal were in kolkata from 22nd till 31st october
for receiving coaching in english, mathematics and
science. Around 20 volunteers from karyakarta
parivar and friends taught these students, taking
time out of their busy schedule. Most of the

- Piyush Agarwal

students were attending this coaching program
for the first time and were very happy with the
gain in knowledge and confidence. They promised
to come back again for the next session being held
from 18th - 28th december in Kalyan Bhawan. ]
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